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STEADY GROWTH

for the Italian plastics and rubber processing machinery export

The 2011 final balance for the Italian plastics and rubber machinery industry confirms the
forecasts worked out some months ago by Assocomaplast (the Italian association, belonging
to CONFINDUSTRIA, that groups together some 170 manufacturers).
Last year, exports grew by more than 20% compared to 2010 whilst the domestic market
remained unchanged (+0,9% in value).

Italian market of machinery, equipment and moulds for plastics and rubber (million euros)

2010 2011
∆%  

2011/2010

production 3,600 4,000 +11.1

exports 2,010 2,430 +20.9

imports 570 605 +6.1

domestic market 2,160 2,180 +0.9

trade balance (surplus) 1,440 1,825 +26.7

Germany, France, China and United States confirmed and enhanced their top position in the
ranking of the destination countries for the Italian exports while sales towards the Russian
Federation posted a considerable increase (+60.4%). Contrarily, the sector association high-
lights a demand shrinkage from Brazil and a stagnation in Spain.

Destination areas
of the Italian plastics and rubber machinery, equipment and moulds exports (%)

2010 2011

Europe (UE) 57.1 (45.5) 58.8 (46.4)

North America/NAFTA 9.4 9.1

Central/South America 10.3 8.7

Africa 5.2 4.2

Asia/Oceania 18.0 19.2

total 100.0 100.0



2.

Top ten destination markets
of the Italian plastics and rubber machinery, equipment and moulds exports (million euros)

2010 % on total 2011 % on total
∆% 

11/10

Germany 310,478 15.4 Germany 351,403 14.5 +13.2

China 121,560 6.0 France 156,481 6.4 +31.9

France 118,665 5.9 China 147,982 6.1 +21.7

United States 112,325 5.6 United States 120,046 4.9 +6.9

Brazil 98,245 4.9 Russia 112,702 4.6 +60.4

Spain 87,400 4.3 Poland 107,466 4.4 +41.1

Poland 76,159 3.8 Turkey 96,104 3.0 +33.8

Turkey 71,836 3.6 Brazil 90,138 3.7 -8.3

Russia 70,280 3.5 Spain 85,751 3.5 -1.9

United Kingdom 67,450 3.4 Mexico 73,966 3.0 +36.0

total "top 10" 1,134,398 56.4 total "top 10" 1,342,039 54.1 +18.3

other countries 877,677 43.6 other countries 1,087,337 45.9 +23.9

totale world 2,012,065 100.0 totale world 2,429,376 100.0 +20.7

The sentiment survey carried out by Assocomaplas at the end of February confirmed the good
trend of exports but a certain slackening occurred in the latest weeks.
This could be also due to the hold-over pause of the Italian and foreign operators not only for
the uncertain world economic situation but also in view of the rendez-vous scheduled in a few
weeks - PLAST 2012, Fiera Milano fairgrounds, May 8-12 - which is the largest European sec-
tor exhibition of the year, with over 1,400 exhibitors of machinery, auxiliary equipment, ma-
terials etc..
According to highlights provided by exhibitors, the main focus of the show will be represented
by machinery which allow a considerable energy saving compared to some years ago. Anoth-
er important innovation at PLAST 2012 will be recovery and re-use of post-consume plastics,
even for food-contact applications.
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